
A bumpy coating could be the answer.

Friction is a major obstacle to micro- and nanotechnology. The

lotus plant's fuzzy, water-repellant leaf inspired Ohio State

University engineer Bharat Bhushan to think of a new way to

overcome it.

In spaces so small that grease would only gum

up the works, tiny bumps could keep moving

parts from rubbing together. From high-definition televisions to

discreet sensors for homeland security, this technology can

support tiny — and reliable — machines. No oil can required.
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How do you oil a motor
                               that is smaller than a drop of grease?
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